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(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To improve the light 
transmissivity of a nitride semiconductor light emitting 
element by forming a translucent electrode containing at 
least vanadium on almost the entire surface of the p-type 
layer of the light emitting element on which the p-type 
layer is formed as the outermost layer. 
SOLUTION: After a buffer layer 2, an n-type contact layer 
3, an active layer 4, a p-type clad layer 5, and a p-type 
contact layer 6 are successively grown on a sapphire 
substrate 1, a mask is formed in a prescribed shape on 
the surface of the topmost p-type GaN contact layer 6 
and part of the contact layer 3 is exposed by etching the 
layers 4, 5, and 6. Then the mask is removed from the 
surface of the contact layer 6 and Pd is vapor-deposited 
to a film thickness of 30&angst; on almost the entire 
surface of the topmost GaN layer 6 as a p-electrode 1 0. 
The translucent electrode 10 containing Pd transmits 
visible light especially, visible light of purple to green color 

more than the conventional translucent electrode does. Therefore, when the electrode 10 is 
formed on the surface of the p-type layer 6, the light transmissivity of a nitride semiconductor 
light emitting element can be improved. 
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